
This seven-decade study analyzed the performance and prospects of Indian 
agriculture using secondary data from various government sources. Specifically, it evaluated 
production and productivity trends and the overall performance of the agricultural sector 
before and after the new economic reforms to assess their impact. The findings revealed that 
between 1950-51 and 2020-21, the area under rice and wheat cultivation increased to 45.77 
million hectares and 31.13 million hectares, respectively, while the area under jowar and bajra 
declined. Meanwhile, oilseeds, cotton, and sugarcane experienced notable growth. In terms of 
output, rice and wheat production rose significantly to 124.37 million tons and 109.59 million 
tons, respectively, by 2020-21. Maize, oilseeds, sugarcane, and cotton also exhibited substantial 
growth over the period. Regarding productivity, rice and wheat yields increased more than 
fourfold and fivefold, respectively, while maize and coarse cereals grew sixfold and fivefold. 
Commercial crops like sugarcane and jute showed significant gains, whereas pulses and cotton 
exhibited fluctuating trends. The annual growth rates of major crops from 1991 to 2020 
displayed significant fluctuations, with both positive and negative trends. Notably, in 2020, 
production rebounded, with jowar increasing by 37.07 per cent, bajra by 19.63 per cent, maize 
by 3.79 per cent, and wheat by 4.11 per cent, reflecting the sector’s resilience. Furthermore, the 
double log linear regression analysis indicates that the relationship between cultivated area and 
crop output weakened post-LPG for food grains, rice, and wheat, while maize and pulses 
showed improvement. 
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RESULTS  AND  DISCUSSION
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